Welcome

To AP Calculus AB

With Mr. Meyer

	Grading

	Evaluative Assessments
	85%

	Homework Participation/In-Class Projects/Presentations
	15%


Required Materials




Recommended Material

1. Math Book

2. Wire bound notebook/lined paper 3-hole ready 

3. Writing Utensils
Evaluative Assessment

Evaluative assessments are an evaluation tool used to award appropriate points and grades based on the level of understanding.  Traditionally these are given in the form of lesson quizzes and unit tests.  You will be taking many practice AP exams that may count for quiz scores or as in class practice scores.  There will be no retakes on quizzes in this class; rather students will be given the opportunity to repair the incorrect responses to re-earn a portion of the credit.  This opportunity will not be given for each quiz but will be determined by student effort and class involvement.  Your evaluative assessments will have both calculator and non-calculator portions to complete.  This is similar to the AP test you will take.
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Formative Assessment

Formative assessment is a testing strategy used strictly to see what each student has or has not learned before the evaluative assessment.  This form of assessment is not graded for correctness but instead reviewed by the teacher and given back to the student with corrective comments.  This assessment is not graded but may be subject to points for participation. 

This year students will also be given a pre-test for the Precalculus unit as a form of formative assessment.  This test will not be graded for correctness but instead used as base data to help determine what students may already know about the upcoming unit.  This will help me as the teacher to differentiate the objectives to challenge some students while providing the support that other students will need.  A formative assessment is much like driver’s training, allowing the student to see what driving will be like but guiding them in how to drive correctly without penalty for mistakes made in the learning process.

Exams

An exam will be given at the end of the first semester and be given a score similar to that of AP testing.  The only exam second semester will be the AP Calculus AB exam.

Homework
Homework will be assigned every day.  It should take approximately 30-60 minutes to complete.  Homework is due the next class period and will be checked for completeness at the beginning of each class. Homework is designed to practice concepts learned in class.  The notes and activities completed in class will be the best resource for assistance on the homework. Students will be asked to present some of their homework solutions to the class and should therefore be well prepared.  Homework is vital to success at an AP level.  Homework is subject to a quiz score at any time…be ready.
Participation/In-Class Projects/Presentations
Your Participation/In-Class work grade consists of individual and group work done in class.  The work may be on practice problems or exercise from the book or AP testing material.  This is a more traditional class and daily assignments other than homework will not be collected.

Late Work
Late homework IS ACCEPTABLE but is subject to change of credit for each day it is late.

Late homework day 1:  
Completed assignment loses 20%.  Percentage may be re-earned by the completion 5 additional homework problems.

Late homework day 2:  
Completed assignment loses 40%.  Percentage may be re-earned by the completion of 10 additional homework problems.

Late homework day 3:  
Completed assignment loses 60%.  Percentage may be re-earned by the completion of 15 additional homework problems. Homework will not be accepted after the third class period it is late.

The additional problems can be taken from any exercise set that has not been assigned.  These are found at the end of each lesson in the text.  They do not have to be pre-approved, but you should note which ones you have completed and put a note at the top of your late assignment indicating the additional work.

If you have an excused absence or a family emergency exists (explained by a note written from a parent or guardian explaining why it is late), I will accept your work without being subject to credit change.

· If you need any extra help, don’t hesitate to ask.  I can be reached at (616) 355-0055 ext. 147 or you can call me at home (616) 886-9293.  I will be available before and after school by appointment.  I do not have CAP available for extra work.  During the spring season I will open up meeting times to prepare for the AP exam.

Calculus Math Help Sessions will be offered separate from other after school help sessions.  Listen and watch for more details.

Course Overview

This course covers an introduction into calculus including functions, derivatives, integrals and applications of each. It is designed to cover the majority of topics a student would encounter in a college level calculus course. The secondary goal of the course is to prepare students for the AP Calculus AB Examination.

By successfully completing this course, you will be able to:

· Work with functions represented in a variety of ways and understand the connections among these representations.

· Understand the meaning of the derivative in terms of a rate of change and local linear approximation, and use derivatives to solve a variety of problems.

· Understand the meaning of the definite integral both as a limit of Riemann sums and as the net accumulation of change and should be able to use integrals to solve a variety of problems.

· Understand the relationship between the derivative and the definite integral as expressed in both parts of the Fundamental Theorem of Calculus.

· Communicate mathematics both orally and in well-written sentences to explain solutions to problems.

· Model a written description of a physical situation with a function, a differential equation, or an integral.

· Use technology to help solve problems, experiment, interpret results, and verify conclusions.

· Determine the reasonableness of solutions, including sign, size, relative accuracy, and units of measurement.
· Develop an appreciation of calculus as a coherent body of knowledge and as a human accomplishment.
Each student will be issued one Calculus book to use during the school year.  The math books must be returned or money to replace the missing books must be received before a passing final grade will be issued.

It is expected that parents and/or guardians of each student in this class will read and discuss this document.  Upon doing so, please email the following information to meyern@brpsk12.org
Student name

Subject line must read:  AP calculus

Parents, I am also expecting to stay in contact with you and would like to email me as well.  If you could email this information to me
Parent/Guardian name(s):
Son/Daughter’s name
Subject line must read:  AP calculus

Students, this assignment will be due by Monday August 29, 2010.  It will be worth 5 points.  

Every unit you will receive an updated assignment sheet in your inbox and any additional information pertaining to your class.  This will arrive as a group email with your period’s block letter or class subject
TI-83/84+ graphing calculator – Students will want this to take the AP exam. (The school has a classroom set available.  However, students are not allowed to take them home).


Folder/Notebook for returned work


3-ring notebook 1.5” to 2”  
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